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TliiELy  PAHyl  TOPICS  No,  kj-b 

CROP  INSURANCE       A  ROmTO-UP  AITO  LOOK-AKSAJ) 

A  transcribed  talk  "by  John  Baker,  Chief  of  Radio  Service,  U,  S,  Department 

of  Agriculture,    Recorded  Hoveraher  10,  19^5»    Timei    ^  minutes  and  UO  seconds, 

^Afithout  announcer' s  part. 

AI^ITOUUCER'  S  OPMIIT&  AUD  CLOSING 
Q-pening 

AilllOmJCER:  (LIVE): 

Federal  Crop  Insurance  came  on  the  scene  again  in  19^5*     ^^'^e  insxirance 
program  had  "been  discontinued  for  a  year... "but  Congress  set  it  up  again  last 
Decemher.    And  now  that  we've  had  a  chance  to  see  how  the  re-organized  program 
has  vrorked  for  the  past  year,  it's  a  pretty  good  time  to  look  it  over,  John 
Baker,  Chief  of  Radio  Service  for  the  U,  S,  Department  of  Agric-olture,  has 
gathered  some  of  the  facts  and  figures  for  us.    And  today,  hy  transcription, 
we're  going  to  hear  him  tell  us  a"bout  it  in  his  own  words.  ..So,  tell  away, 
John, 

•  Closing 

AFiiOUNCER:  (LIVE) 

Eriends,  that  was  John  Balder  of  the  U,  S,  Department  of  Agriculture  in 
^'i^ashington.    He  gave  you  a  round-up  of  the  first  year's  progress  of  the 
Depp.rtment '  s .  revived  crop  insurance  program  and  the  plans  for  next  year. 
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■  .  "  '     '     '   ■' '  CROP  IK'SUE/VNCE- -u.  A  RpUlTO-UP  Al©  lOOK-A-HEAD 

A  transcriTDei  talk  "by  John  Baker,  Chief  of  Radio  Service,  U*  S,  Department 
of  Agriculture,    Recorded  HovemlDer  10,  19^5*    Time:    h  minutes,  UO  seconds, 
without  , announcer's.. part s^  .  ■.- 1 

TBANSCiR^PTIOlI  "  V         '  -  V    .-^  .    •:        :-  ■ 

BAXER:  '  ' 

The  revised  edition  of  the  Federal  Crop  Insurance  program  is  rounding 
out  its  first  year  of  "operation,  .  ,«ind.  I  think  we'-re  all  interested  in  find- 
ing out  what  the  record  looks  like*  . '     •.   -  " 

The  farmer  v/ants  to  know  if  the  pro;grpjm  Is  working, ..if  it's  on  a  sound 
"basis,,:, and  what  he  can  expect  from  the  19^6.- program,  • 

Well,,, talcing  first  things  first,  the  insurance  program  is  going  strong, 
•  The  i'ederal  Crop  Insurance  Corporation  is  settled  on  a  firm  foundation  and 
is  looking  iDack  ofL  a  successful  year# 

That's  an  important  fact  to  take  into  consideration  v/hen  a  farmer  is 
making  up  his  mind  ahout  crop  insurance.    He  \i;ants,to  know  whether  or  not 
he's  tying  up  with  a  sound  organisation,  .:An)d,  with  the  past  year's  work  as 
his  proof,  the  farmer  can  he  sure  the  Federal  Crop  Insurance  program  is  pull-r 
ing  its  own  weight,  ;  , 

When  the  new  program  v;ent  into  effect  early  in  19^5»  the  Crop  Insurance 
Corporation  offered  insurance  protection  on  five  .cr.ops,    The  regular  crops.,, 
■  dusurahle  on  a  nation-wide  TDasis.,...were  wheat,  cotton,  and  flax.    And  then, 
experimental,  insurance  was  .offered  in  certain  areas  of  the  country  on  corn 
and  tobacco,  ' 

By  late  fall,  550  thousand  farms  were  covered  hy  Federal  Crop  insurance, 
550  thousand  farms  were  piotected  from  crop  losses  caused  hy  any  unavoidalDle 
hazard, such  as  flood,  drought,  and  insects. 

And  some  of  those  farmers  are  mighty  glad  they  have  had  that  protection. 
Of  course,  vdth  the  market  prices  heing  paid  for  cotton  and  wheat  and  tohacco 
this  year, ,, the  farmer  who  had  a  crop  didn't  have  to  worry  very  much  ahout  the 
income  from  his  crop.    But  those  prices  don't  do  much  good  if  you  don't  have  a 
crop  to  market. 

Just  for  example,  ..there  were  some  farmers  up  in  the  no rthvre stern  corner 
of  Minnesota  who  were  counting  on  their  crop  insurance  to  pull  them  out  of 
a  had  hole  this  fall,    Ag  late  as  the  middle  of  Novcmher,  their  flax  and  wheat 
crops  were  unharvested, standing  "under  water.    The  only  hope  they  had  was  for 
a  freeze... or  a  spell  of  dry  xireather. . .  to  help  them  harvest  at  least  a  part 
of  their  crops.    But  the  farmers  who  had  crop  insurance,  i/rerc  sure  of  a  fair 
income  from  their  crops,  no  matter  what  happened.    That's  the  kind  of  protec- 
tion that  more  and  more  farmers  vra.nt  for  their  19^6  crops,    ^ut  there  has  "been 
a  little  difficulty  during  vartime  in  finding  enough  crop  insurance  agents  to 
offer  the  insurance  to  every  farmer  ti4io  vra-nted  it,    Farmers  were  too  "busy  to 
take  time  from  their  own  vrork  to  act  as  agents. 


These  agents  work,  ..on  a  commission  basis, to.  Help  the- ^riple-A  county 
committeemen  offer  insurance  protection  to  their  neighlDors,     So,  while  the 
agents  are  earning  extra  money  for  themselves,  they  are  putting  their  counties 
on  a  firmer  economii?; /basis**. '  Th'e^^  "be  sure  of  an  income 

in  spite  of  what  the  weather  man,  the  fire  hazards,  or  insects  ni^t  do  to  their 
,.crop,S,      ■         ^  ■   _      ^  .  .  Z 

So,  when  you  get  ready  to  apply  for  insurance  on  your  19U6  crops,  the 
county  committees  hope  to  "be  ahle  to  find  enough  extra  help,  now  that  the  war 
is  over,    They  hope  to  he  ahle  to  enlist  the  aid  of  enough  authorized  agents 
to  call  on  every  farmer  who  grows  an  insurable  crop. 

Applications  are  all  in  for  19^6  winter  wheat... with  most  of  the  appli- 
cations for  spring  wheat 'insurance  still  to  he' filed.    And  already  more  farms 
have  hoen.  vCoyered  "by  insurance  for  the  15^.6  wheat  crop  than  the  total  number 
covered  during  the  whole  of  19^3«   "i^^e  last  year  of  the  old  program. 

Then,:  a^s  v/e  gpt;, further  into  the  season,  farmers  Tidll  he  applying  for 
insurance  on  cotton  a;id  flax  and  spring  V7heat,,,and  in  some  parts  of-  the  country, 
on  tobacco  and  corn,,    ^at  there'll  be  no  new  expcrimentnl  crops  in  the  19^6 
program*.  Plans- were, made  to  add  trial  insurance  for  citrus  fruits,  peanuts,  and 
potatoes,-  .?ut  the; Crop  Insurance  Corporation  wants  to  be  sure  it's  ready  to 
take  on  the  new  programs  before  it  eijqDands  too  far.    And  I  should  think  that's 
a  pretty  good  \iray  to  keep  your  foundation  good  and  firm,  ..Just  make  sure  you 
have,  all  the  bugs  out  of  your  machinery  and  get  it' in  'good  running  order  before 
you  speed  it  up  too  much.     So  the  Crop  Insurance  CorpOra-tion  plans  to  be  pre- 
pared to:handle  the  extra  crops  .when  they're  added, ..but  that  won't  be  in  IShG, 

But  with  the  same  five  crops  as  in  19^5»  it's  going- to  make  more  agents 
in  19^6  if  every  farm  is  to  be  reached,     Sq,  if  your  county  committeemen  asks 
if  you;-want  to  serve  as  a  crop  insurance  agent, ..  suppose  you  think  it  over* 
The  more  people  working  for  Federal  Crop  Insurance,  tiac  better  the  results, ,.  the 
'sooner  the  program  can  be  expanded  to  cavoj'  more  crops*    And  as  the  coverage 
expands,  so  expa^nds  the  security  of  farmers'  income  across  the  Nation," 
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AMICNIUM  NITRATE  —  WSST  THING  IN  FERTILIZERS 

A  transcribed  report  "by  Ernie  Moore,  Agricultural  Research  Administration, 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agricultxire.    Recorded  Novemher  23,  19^5-    Time,  without 
announcer's  parts,  four  minutes. 


ANNOUNCER'S  OPENING  Aie  CLOSING 
OPENING 

ANN0I3NCER:  (LIYE) 

And  now  tj  transcriptioh. ..from  the  United  States  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture...v/e  learn  how  science  helps  the  farmer  with  his  fertilizer  prohlems. 

As  most  of  you  knov/,  the  newest  thing  in  ohemical  fertilizers  is  ammonium 
nitrate  —  an  excellent  source  of  nitrogen.    Before  the  v;ar,  hovrever,  farmers 
couldn't  make  much  use  of  ammonium  nitrate  "because  of  its  tendency  to  cake  — 
and  get  hard  as  rock. 

How  the  scientists  overcame  this  difficulty  vrill  "be  told  "by  Ernie  Moore, 
of  the  Agricultural  Research  Administration.    Mr.  Moore. 

CLOSING 

ANNOUNCER:  (LIVE) 

Thank  you,  Ernie  Moore,  for  giving  us  a  report  on  ammonium  nitrate. 
And  may  I  suggest,  folks,  that  for  more  information  on  the  use  of  this 
fertilizer  you  get  in  touch  vdth  your  County  Agricultural  Agent,  or  the  State 
Agricultural  College, 


